
 

 
 Leyden High School District 212 

 

ENGLISH II AP Seminar 
ENG231/232•  Semester 1&2, 2018-19 

                                     Ms. Garcia  
                                                     email: lgarcia@leyden212.org 

                    Office hours: pds. 3, 6-8 and before & after school 

Course description 

AP® Capstone Seminar is a foundational course that engages students in cross-curricular conversations that explore the 

complexities of academic and real-world topics and issues by analyzing divergent perspectives. Using an inquiry 

framework, students practice reading and analyzing articles, research studies, and foundational, literary, and 

philosophical texts; listening to and viewing speeches, broadcasts, and personal accounts; and experiencing artistic 

works and performances. Students learn to synthesize information from multiple sources, develop their own 

perspectives in written essays, and design and deliver oral and visual presentations, both individually and as part of a 

team. Ultimately, the course aims to equip students with the power to analyze and evaluate information with accuracy 

and precision in order to craft and communicate evidence-based arguments. 

 

Through this inquiry-based, interdisciplinary course, students will develop skills that allow them to effectively question, 

explore, understand, analyze, examine, synthesize, team, transmit, and transform. In order to understand how to 

holistically examine a particular issue or problem, we will evaluate the issues through a myriad of perspectives and 

lenses. Teacher provided resources, as well as student research, will function as the means through which we explore 

both the topic and perspectives. The resources we examine should be from multiple primary and secondary sources 

(e.g., articles, speeches, art, opinion pieces, etc.). Looking at said perspectives, students will realize how to uncover the 

complexity of answering research questions.  

  

Format of AP Assessment 

Team Project and Presentation | 20% of AP Score 

• Individual Research (1,200 words) 

• Team Multimedia Presentation and Defense (8-10 minutes) 

 

Individual Research-Based Essay and Presentation | 35% of AP Score 

• Individual Written Argument (2,000 words) 

• Individual Multimedia Presentation (6-8 minutes) 

• Oral Defense (two questions from the teacher) 

 

End-of-Course Exam (3 Hours) | 45% of AP Score 

• Argument comprehension & analysis- one source (3 short-answer questions) 

• Synthesizing and creating an evidence-based argument - four sources with varying perspectives on one theme (one 

essay question) 

  

During performance assessment tasks, which begin at the end of Semester 1, the role of the teacher shifts as students 

are expected to drive their own learning and demonstrate the skills that were taught in Semester 1. 

  

Thus, teachers may not: 
➢ assign, provide, distribute, or generate research questions for students 
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➢ conduct or provide research/articles/evidence for students 

➢ write, revise, amend, or correct student work, nor provide individualized feedback 

 
Credit weight 

Students enrolled in Advanced Placement classes are expected to take the official Advanced Placement exam from the 

College Board. Unlike other AP courses, the testing for this class includes two, through-course performance 

assessment tasks, which will be the bulk of the curriculum for Semester 2.  Because Performance Assessment Task #1 

is a team project, students’ scores will rely heavily on their peers’ contributions as well as their own individual work. 

Therefore, students enrolled in the class are making a year-long commitment to the course. 

 

Leyden High School D212 Common Grading Scale*: 90 - 100 A; 80-89 B; 70 - 79 C; 60 - 69 D; Below 60- F 

 

Grading Categories* 
(Common for all English teachers) 

 Category Percent Weights* 
(Common for all instructors of this course) 

SUMMATIVE/PRODUCTS (PDT) 50% 
FORMATIVE/PROGRESS (PGS) 35% 
PARTICIPATION, PRACTICE, HOMEWORK/PROCESS 
(PCS) 15% 
 

The course grading is based on coursework and summative assessments for the class. Therefore, the grade for the class 

is not necessarily an indication of the AP score a student will receive. 

  

Textbook: Browne, M. Neil, and Stuart M. Keeley. Asking the Right Questions: A Guide to Critical Thinking. 11th ed. 

Upper Saddle River: Pearson Prentice Hall, 2015. Print. 

  

Materials Needed for Class 

❖ Charged Chromebooks to aid in the research and writing process. 

❖ Binder w/dividers OR Folder to store handouts 

❖ Paper (loose leaf or a notebook is okay) 

❖ Textbook: Asking the Right Questions (ARQ) 
❖ Writing utensil 

  

Course Work 

This course requires students to complete a number of tasks in preparation for the AP Seminar formal assessments. It is 
expected that students thoroughly and thoughtfully complete all work assigned in this course regardless of whether the 
assignment receives a grade. 
 
Class participation is extremely important. This includes attendance, reading comprehension activities, reflections, 
taking research notes, rewriting drafts, peer review (in class), and team meeting sessions (in class and at home). 
 

Expectations 

Given the course’s unique nature of having two through course assessments, one of which is team based, expectations 

are high when it comes to attendance, communication & work completion.  

 

Retake/Late Work/Missing Assignment Policy: 

A student’s failure to complete individual assignments may impact his or her group’s course grade and AP test score in 

conjunction with his or her individual grade and score. 
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Due to the collaborative nature of the course and AP deadlines, learning experiences and tasks cannot be duplicated or 

made-up with substitute assignments. Therefore, students are expected to complete their work by agreed upon 

deadlines. In the event that a student must be absent, it is his or her responsibility to make arrangements with the group 

beforehand. With work that is meant to be submitted electronically, there is still the opportunity to submit assignments 

on time, despite being absent. I encourage students to still turn in these assignments.  

 

Students who habitually fail to turn in assignments, homework, formative, summative or any combination of the 

three will result in a conference and/or parents will be contacted. Additional missing assignments may lead to 

removal from the course.  

  

Practice, Participation and Homework: In the grade book, these assignments are labeled as PCS, short for “Process.” All 

the grades entered under this category are weighted as 15% of your average. These activities are meant to help you 

build skills you will need to successfully complete more important, high-stakes assignments. They include short bell 

ringers/exit slips, SSR, participation in classroom discussion and completion of any assignments that were not completed 

during class time. Late assignments in this category will be accepted within one week of teacher entry into eSchool. 

Students wishing to make up work in this area must do so by attending a make-up session with me after school. Failure 

to make up work in this fashion will result in a grade of 0. 

 

Formative Assessments: In the grade book, these assignments are labeled as PGS, short for “Progress.” All grades 

entered under this category are weighted as 35% of your average. These activities are meant to help me assess where 

you are in acquiring the unit’s skills. They include writing assignments on which I will provide feedback by way of 

comments on a Google document. You must use those comments to improve your writing for the summative 

assessments, which are the important, high-stakes assignments. Formative assessments also include presentations, 

quizzes and SSR (Sustained Silent Reading) book talks. Late assignments in this category will be accepted on any day 

before the date of the current unit's summative assessment. I will assign a penalty of one letter grade per day for late 

submissions. Assignments not submitted in this category before the date of the current unit's summative assessment 

will be scored as 0. 

 

Summative Assessments: In the grade book, these assignments are labeled as PDT, short for “Products.” All grades 

entered under this category are weighted as 50% of your average. These activities are meant to help me assess how well 

you acquired the unit’s skills. They are important, high-stakes “tests” of the many skills you were required to meet 

during the unit. They will always take the form of a major writing assignment that you submit after completing the 

stages of the writing process: brainstorming, pre-writing, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing. Since summative 

assessments are weighted so heavily, you will have the opportunity to revise them a second time after they are issued a 

grade; however, you may only receive half the points back on revisions. The “half-point-back” policy encourages you to 

do your very best on the first revision. Late assignments in this category will be accepted for credit if they are submitted 

by the end of the following unit.  Assignments not submitted in this category by the end of the following unit will be 

scored as 0. I will assign a penalty of one letter grade per day for late submissions. Late submissions will have the same 

opportunities for revision and grade improvement as those submitted on time. I will assign a due date for second 

revisions on summative assessments submitted on time or late. That due date will be about two weeks after the grades 

are issued. Second revisions will not be accepted after that due date.  

 
 

CODE USAGE 

AB (Absent) The student was absent and is expected to submit the assignment.  The assignment is 
temporarily excused in the calculation.  
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E (Excused) The assignment is permanently excused. The student does not need to make up the assignment. 

P (Pending) The student has turned in the assignment after scores were published, but the assignment has 
not been graded yet.  The assignment is temporarily counted as “excused” until it is graded.  

M (Missing) The student is expected to make up the assignment, but it currently counts as a zero in the 
gradebook. The student could incur a grading penalty when the assignment is turned in. 

 
  

Academic Dishonesty/Plagiarism 

According to the Leyden Parent Handbook, academic dishonesty is considered a level 1 offense and will include the 

following actions/consequences: 

  

1. Those who violate the provisions of the Academic Honesty Policy shall be subject to penalties including, but not 

limited to: grade reduction, conference with parents, suspension from class in question, or disciplinary referral. 

2. If an assignment is plagiarized, the student will receive an “F” for the work, but must redo the assignment. The 

teacher will determine the weight of the grade for the second effort on the assignment. If the student fails to do 

the work, the student will receive a second “F.” 

3. Repeat offenses of plagiarism will result in the lowering of the semester grade. 

  

According to the AP Capstone Policy on Plagiarism and Falsification or Fabrication of Information, adherence to the 

policy below is crucial to the success of students in AP Seminar: 

A student who fails to acknowledge the source or author of any and all information or evidence taken from the work of 

someone else through citation, attribution, or reference in the body of the work, or through a bibliographic entry, will 

receive a score of 0 on that particular component of the AP Seminar and/or AP Research Performance Task. In AP 

Seminar, a team of students that fails to properly acknowledge sources or authors on the Team Multimedia Presentation 

will receive a group score of 0 for that component of the Team Project and Presentation. A student who incorporates 

falsified or fabricated information (e.g. evidence, data, sources, and/or authors) will receive a score of 0 on that 

particular component of the AP Seminar and/or AP Research Performance Task. In AP Seminar, a team of students that 

incorporates falsified or fabricated information in the Team Multimedia Presentation will receive a group score of 0 for 

that component of the Team Project and Presentation. 

 
 

PARENTS & STUDENTS: Please read over all material above and sign below acknowledging 
that you have read through the course syllabus. 
 
PARENT SIGNATURE: _____________________________________________ 
 
PARENT EMAIL: _________________________________________________ 
 
STUDENT NAME: ________________________________________________ 
 
STUDENT SIGNATURE: ____________________________________________ 
 
DATE: ______________________ 
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